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D E S T I N A T I O N



Cruising New Zealand’s coastline  
is a spectacular experience in itself,  
but venture onshore and options  
for land-based excursions abound.  
Whether looking for culture,  
adventure or relaxation, New  
Zealand has it all. Whatever the 
experience you are chasing, there  
are several very experienced 
superyacht agents who can help  
pair you with the best possible  
onshore itinerary and guide to  
complement your time on the water.

Huka Lodge / Courtesy of Tourism New Zealand
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For those looking to spend some extended 
time off their yacht, particularly while 
their yacht is in transit, one of the luxury 
lodges situated up and down the country is 
the perfect base. On the coast, and further 
inland, each lodge has its own personality 
and style. 

Perhaps the best known of all is 
Taupo’s Huka Lodge, founded in 1924, 
which sits in exquisite grounds next to the 
clear, fast-flowing Waikato River, home to 
some of the world’s best f ly fishing. Rated 
as one of the recommended lodges of the 
world, and frequented by Queen Elizabeth 
II on her visits to New Zealand, Huka 
Lodge offers extraordinary hospitality, 
gourmet wine and food, and a beautiful 
‘hunting lodge’ style décor. Enjoy a glass 
of fine New Zealand red wine in front of a 
burning log fire, to the sound of the running 
river and birdsong.

Travel up to Northland and stay at 
Kauri Cliffs, which sits in 6,000 acres of 
private land with breathtaking 180-degree 
sea views and is well located for visiting key 
attractions such as Ninety Mile Beach, the 
great kauri tree Tane Mahuta and historic 
Waitangi. For keen golfers a big drawcard 
is the award-winning 15-hole golf course 
that enjoys the full benefit of the endless 
views. Also on offer is a holistic spa, and the 
private pink-shell beach, perfect for seaside 
barbeques. The same family also own 
luxury lodges Cape Kidnappers in Hawke’s 
Bay and Matakauri Lodge in Queenstown.

LEFT The best known of 
all New Zealand’s lodges, 
Huka Lodge sits by the 
fast flowing waters of the 
Waikato River.

BELOW Kauri Cli!s o!ers 
breathtaking views and 
a world-class golf course.

For something a little different 
Queenstown’s Minaret Lodge, only 
accessible by helicopter, is the country’s 
only luxury tented camp, located in the 
heart of a glacial valley in the Southern 
Alps. Set in a working farm of 65,000 
acres, endless space provides the perfect 
opportunity for scenic hikes and hunting. 
Enjoy game meat fresh from the farm in the 
Lodge’s renowned Mountain Kitchen.

For the more daring, New Zealand 
is packed with enough adventure to satisfy 
even the biggest adrenaline junkie. In the 
winter months, guests can enjoy hiking 
across the majestic beauty of one of the 
country’s glaciers, or heli-skiing on the 
South Island’s snow-covered mountains. 
Queenstown has forged a reputation as 
the country’s hub for thrill seekers: the 
town is the home of bungy-jumping and 
many visitors seek out the country’s highest 
bungy, the 134m Nevis, for a good dose of 
fear factor. Enjoy a fast-paced jet boat ride 
on the Shotover Jet, whitewater rafting or 
sky diving. 

New Zealand’s land is alive with 
volcanic activity and Whakaari (White 
Island) is one of the world’s only accessible 
live volcanos. Flying over the lip of the 
volcano gives unparalleled access into 
the mouth of the volcanic crater and is an 
unforgettable experience. Keen hikers will 
enjoy hiking (or tramping, as it is called in 
New Zealand) the country’s awe-inspiring 
landscape. A particularly popular hike is 

Chris McLennan / Courtesy of Tourism New Zealand
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ABOVE Minaret Station is only accessible  
by helicopter, o!ering secluded beauty. 
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the 41km Tongariro Crossing that takes 
in alpine scenery, volcanic lakes and 
panoramic views.

Elsewhere around the country there 
are plenty of activities to enjoy. Follow 
your personal guide as you drive off road, 
or horse ride or quad bike up the endless 
stretches of Ninety Mile Beach at the top 
of the North Island and boogie board down 
the beach’s majestic sand dunes. Beautiful 
Waitomo, located inland on the North 
Island, offers a memorable experience  
black water rafting or caving through  
cave systems alight with glowworms. 

Make sure you take the time to dive 
in New Zealand’s clear and abundant 
waters, with world-renowned sites such 
as the Poor Knights Marine Reserve in 
Tutakaka, the wreck of the Rainbow 
Warrior off the Cavalli Islands, and 
the marine reserve of Goat Island  
north of Auckland. 

For movie fans, New Zealand’s 
landscape will be familiar to most thanks 
to movies including Oscar-winning The 
Piano and Peter Jackson’s Lord of the Rings 
trilogy. Visit sites of the most memorable 

ABOVE The Tongariro 
Crossing is a challenging 
day hike that showcases 
some of New Zealand's 
stunning scenery. 

ABOVE RIGHT For 
thrillseekers, a bungy 
jump is a must do. 

RIGHT Hobbiton is a 
much loved destination 
for young and old alike.

scenes for yourself, including a trip to the 
ever-popular Hobbiton. For history fans, 
don’t miss one of New Zealand’s interactive 
museums in order to understand the 
country’s story and the history of the wider 
Pacific (for more information on New 
Zealand’s culture see pages 63 to 67).

And of course, the onshore experience 
would not be complete without sampling 
some of New Zealand’s award-winning food 
and wine. Wherever you set foot onshore, a 
high-quality restaurant or vineyard will not 
be too far away. 

Whatever the experience you are 
after, New Zealand’s onshore offerings 
are just as varied and spectacular as its 
14,000km of coastline. It’s a country  
where memories are made. 
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